
 

1 

 
Year A: Cycle 3 

Identity 
Study Guide          
Social World 
January 3- February 10 

Not like the Brazen giant of Greek fame, 
With conquering limbs astride from land to land, 
Here at the sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand 

A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame 
Is the imprisoned lighting, and her name 
Mother of Exiles.  From her beacon-hand 

Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command 
The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame. 

“Keep ancient lands, your storied pomp!”  cries she 
With silent lips.  “Give me your tired, your poor, 
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me. 

I lift my lamp beside the golden door. 
Emma Lazarus - found on base of Statue of Liberty 

Overview 
 The inscription on the statue of liberty describes immigrants as “tired, poor huddled masses yearning to 
breathe free, wretched refuse, homeless and tempest-tossed.”  Was and is this an accurate description of the 
immigrants?   In reality, who were these immigrants, where were they from and why did they come to the 
United States?  How did the individual and cultural identity of these people change? 

There have been four general waves of immigration into North America.  The first was before 1820 and 
included the Native Americans, Africans, and colonists from northern Europe.  The second wave was from 
1820 to 1870, which continues to populate the continent with WASP (white, Anglo-Saxon Protestants).   The 
third wave was from 1870 - 1921 and represented the people from Northern, Southern, and Eastern Europe and 
China.  The current wave is a heavy immigration of people from Latin America and Asia.   
 Current statistics cite 1.1 million immigrants arrive each year - roughly 800,000 legally and 300,000 
illegally.  About half of the legal immigrants come through the family preference program, which allow them to 
reunite with family members already living in the U.S.  The others are mostly brought over by business to 
provide needed technical skills or admitted as refugees from wars and persecution.  
 We will examine the historical and current influx of immigrants to the United States and their 
contributions to our society. 
 
_____ 1. Read the overview with the group and mark it up. Create a Quizlet for your SW vocabulary and 

etymology. 
Vocabulary words: race, visa, stereotype, acculturation, homogeneity, demographics, discrimination, 
ethnicity, citizenship, nationality, immigration, refugee, deport, naturalization, prejudice & heritage.  
Quizlet due: 1/20 

 
_____ 2. Receive your exam study guide on 1/17 
  Due: Friday, January 27 
_____ 3. Personal Project: Gather the following data and create a presentation about your family’s immigration 

history: Due: 1/30 
a) Your relationship (branch of the family tree) to the family member who first immigrated to this 

country and the year/time of his/her immigration. 
b) Three historical facts/realities about the immigrated family member’s country of origin during the 

time of his/her departure to the United States. 
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c) Three historical facts/realities about the area the immigrated family member’s settled in the United 
States during his/her arrival. 

 
_____ 4. Socratic discussion: The Statue of Liberty and political cartoon. 1/18 
 
_____ 5. Advanced Work: Research a current issue in immigration using at least 3 resources.  Write a sonnet 

giving information and your personal opinion.  A sonnet is a 14-line poem that states a poet’s personal 
feelings.  The Shakespearean sonnet follows the abab / cdcd / efef / gg rhyme scheme.  Each line in a 
sonnet is 10 syllables in length; every other syllable is stressed, beginning with the second syllable. 

 
Guiding Question 1: Why do people migrate and what are the four waves of immigration into North 
America? 
_____ 6. Participate in the lesson on the migration charts and the four waves of immigration.  Record the 

information on the graphic organizer. 1/17 

_____ 7. IW Read and take notes on the following sections in American Nation: “The First English Colonies: 
Settlement at Roanoke, Jamestown, Representative Government, New Arrivals in Virginia, and Pilgrims 
Seek Religious Freedom” pp. 84-89, “Millions of New Americans, A Reaction Against Immigrants, and 
African Americans in the North” pp. 381-382, “California’s Unique Culture: Mexican Americans and 
Indians, Chinese Americans, and African Americans “ pp. 369, “The New Immigrants: Reasons for 
Immigration, The Long Voyage, Changing Patterns of Immigration, Adjusting to a New Land, A New 
Surge of Nativism” pp. 558-563, and “Limiting Immigration, The Scopes of Trial, The New Klan, 
Fighting Racism” pp. 695-696.  

 Due: 1/25 
 
_____ 8. Complete the activity with your group to answer the guiding question.  

Due: 1/20 
Create a mural on one of the following waves of immigration that includes the reasons for migration, 
historical events that immigrants were involved in, U.S. immigration attitudes and laws, and in what 
U.S. economic areas these immigrants worked, graphs of statistical data on immigration. 
 
a. Create a mural of Wave 1 to 1820. 
b. Create a mural of Wave 2 from 1820 – 1870. 
c. Create a mural of Wave 3 from 1870 - 1921  
d. Create a mural of Wave 4 from 1921 - present 

 
Guiding Question 2: What are the current and future issues regarding immigration in America? 
 
_____ 9. Participate in the lesson on current issues in immigration in America and the process to become an 

American citizen.  Record the information on the graphic organizer. 1/23 
 
 
_____ 10. Complete both activities with your small group to answer the guiding question and present it to the 

group. 
 Due: 1/27 
a. Read about the issue the group decides on in Immigration: Opposing Viewpoints. 
b. Find three newspaper or newsmagazine articles on a current immigration issue.  What are the two 

sides of the issue?  Which side does the current law support?  As a small group decide what you 
think is the right decision.  Write a paragraph that expresses your opinion. 

 
_____ 11. Take the vocabulary test.  You must show mastery to be complete. 1/27 
 
_____12. Participate in the review and update all graphic organizers.  1/30 
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_____ 13. Theme test.  1/31  


